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Boeing is a sore loser in LI contract

m Defense contractor,
by lashing out at loss
to Northrop Grumman,
puts more defense bids
for Llin jeopardy

BY JEROME REISMAN

he Boeing Company, the
multinational  defense-
aerospace conglomerate,
is looking to wrap its losing bid
for a new U.S. Air Force tanker
aircraft inside the American
flag. By doing so, they harm
themselves, the Long Island de-
fense industry and, ultimately,
our national security.
_Having lost a lengthy bid-
process, has offi-
cially filed a protest with Wash-
ington, charging that the com-
petition results were unfair,
while its lobbyists are quietly
insisting that the loss puts
American jobs and our entire
defense infrastructure at risk.
It's the spin of a sullen loser.
The Boeing Company that
built the famous Flying For-
tress of World War II and the
B-52 of Cold War fame has
been gone for decades. After
the fall of the Soviet Union,
Boeing swept up defense com-
panies General Dynamics, Me-
Donnell-Douglas and more, ap-
plying its name to designs con-

Grumman has a proud and successful def

jured by others at a time when
genuine competition brought
out the best in American avia-
tion.

In the process, it became a
huge, insular aerospace em-
pire, which not only sought to
dictate terms to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Defense but whose ac-
tions resulted in the corruption
trial and conviction of the chief
Pentagon purchasing officer.

Northrop Grumman and
EADS, a European consortium
that manufactures the Airbus,

Long Island.

Jerome Reisman, an attorney practicing corporate
_ law at Reisman Peirez & Reisman in Garden City,
has represented small defense contractors on
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won the Air Force's multibil-
lion dollar contract recently be-
cause they offered a better air-
plane to the military and a bet-
ter deal to the taxpayer. They
also put in provisions that the
bulk of the airframes would be
manufactured in the United
States along with the engines
that will power them. For Boe-
ing to now suggest American
jobs will be lost while a signifi-
cant amount of the subassem-
blies needed for their new air-
liner come from overseas
makes them ripe with hypocri-
sy.

Not content to hide a medio-
cre tanker proposal behind the
false front of American patrio-
tism, Boeing is lashing out. It's

launched a national ad cam-
paign that gquestions, among
other things, the effectiveness
of the Northrop Grumman
Hawkeye — the radar-packed
aircraft designed to protect our
aircraft carriers.

The Hawkeye is a significant
contract for Northrop Grum-
man's Long Island campus. It
puts over a half-billion dollars
into our local economy, as thou-
sands of Long Islanders work
to integrate a very complex
electronics package into a very
small carrier plane. If Boeing’s
multimillion-dollar propagan-
da effort is successful and push-
es the Pentagon to reduce its
Hawkeye commitment, then
our region — not to mention

our nation's warships — will
suffer.

Boeing’s angry response to
its loss masks a far larger issue.
It will also have the chilling ef-

fect of scaring off future consor-
tiums based here, and through-
out the nation, that seek to chal-
lenge Boeing for future De-
fense Department contracts.

This one company seeks to
dominate the nation's defense
industry in a manner that is un-
precedented, and Long Island
is not a key part of its empire.
There’s now a dangerous imbal-
ance in the competitive busi-
ness forces, and it’s allowing
Boeing to bully Washington
and the American taxpayer. It
seems no longer to be about
whether the best equipment is
being supplied to our soldiers,
sailors and airmen. It's about
preserving a monopoly and
thereby allowing mediocrity to
be the standard by which our
defense weapons are selected.

There are historical lessons
about indifferent American de-
fense companies who thought
“good enough” was good
enough for those asked to de-
fend our freedoms, After Pearl
Harbor, American pilots were
forced to fly, and die, in Brew-
ster Buffalos built by a firm
whose, fighter was outclassed
in every way by the enemy.
Ironically, it took Long Island's
Grumman Aviation to provide
a plane that made eventual vic-
tory possible: the Wildeat.

Perhaps that would be a fit-
ting name for the Air Force’s
new tanker.



